Back to School – Back to the Library: 2006

Op-ed
This article has been provided to several newspapers throughout Wisconsin. You can help by asking your newspaper contacts if the paper intends to run the article. You can also offer to be a local source for more information. Be sure to provide your daytime phone number and email address in case the paper needs to reach you. 

Back to School, Back to the Library
September is synonymous with “back to school,” and the Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries reminds you that it’s also time for students to get back to the library.  In fact, libraries offer critical support for a lifetime of learning, providing opportunities for self-education and self-improvement. And it’s critical that we support Wisconsin’s public, school, and academic libraries with adequate funding to serve their indispensable education functions. 
· Studies have shown that children who use the public library and are read to in the home perform better in school and are more likely to continue to use the library as a source of lifetime learning. Public librarians meet children at their level of interest and ability to encourage development of the reading habit. They also develop programs that tap into their interests, such as the summer library program. Children who participate are more likely to retain the reading levels acquired at school. 
· During the school year, children use the school library media center and explore a wide array of learning resources. Students can use online databases, find print research materials, get a current magazine or book, and learn to read for pleasure. These valuable experiences are guided by the certified library media specialists who also work closely with teachers and administrators to make sure that the curriculum is supported by library resources. A recent study commissioned by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction shows that schools with higher student achievement scores have 1.5 times more school library media staff and nearly 2 times more library hours than schools with lower student scores. 
· Once children move into higher education, libraries continue to support learning and are often considered the heart of the campus. Academic libraries provide students with access to authoritative electronic journals and databases that enrich their research and educational experiences. Librarians with expertise in reference, instruction, and subjects such as engineering or science help college students learn effective ways to search for information and how to evaluate and use the information they find. 


In short, libraries provide essential enrichment of the classroom experience and provide us with the resources we need for success at work, at home, and at play – for a lifetime. As municipal officials, school boards and administrators, state legislators, and university officials consider budget matters, we urge them to consider the role that libraries play in their communities and institutions. Retaining school library media specialists improves the quality of education that children receive. Improving collection development funding for university and college libraries supports the curricular and research mission of the institution. Providing public libraries with stable funding means that the diverse needs of community residents are met. 

The Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries urges you to “Support Wisconsin Libraries: Keep Us All in a Better State.” 
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