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Website celebrates the ‘day in pictures’

Wisconsin libraries say cheese!

Based on the adage that “a picture is worth a thousand words,” the Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries has created a visual way to remind people of the variety and wealth of resources, services, programs, and activities their library offers -- benefits that continue to bring more and more people through the library’s front door each day.

“Wisconsin Libraries Say Cheese! – A Day In Pictures” is a new promotional project by the Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries, which is a program of the Wisconsin Library Association (WLA) Foundation. Using the web resource Flickr, the project will share the digital photos libraries across Wisconsin take on November 17, 2010. 


“Libraries have always been an integral part of a community’s character, and in today’s difficult economic times these community resources are busier than ever before,” said <NAME>, director of the <NAME> Public Library. “What better way to share the business—and busy-ness—of libraries across Wisconsin.”

-over-


For example, in 2009:
· Public library circulation for Wisconsin’s 388 public libraries and their 79 branches was 65 million items in 2009, up from 59.9 million in 2008. Wisconsin ranks 8th in per capita circulation nationally but only 24th in per capita library collection expenditures.

· The average number of user visits per week to Wisconsin public libraries is 688,000. Season attendance at Packer home games is about 570,000. 

· Job seekers can count on public libraries: All provide access to jobs databases and nearly 90% offer technology training. More than 70% help users complete online job applications. 

· During a typical Fall week, the 64 Wisconsin academic libraries handled a total of 21,437 reference transactions (including computer searches); during that same typical week, the gate count for Wisconsin’s academic libraries reached 448,809 visitors; and 
· The number of classes (across elementary, middle/junior high, and high school grade levels) visiting their school library media center in a typical week ranged between 85 and 100.

“Wisconsin libraries are far removed from the old stereotypes that shaped many people’s opinions,” <NAME> said. “Today’s libraries are dynamic, inviting community resources that offer something for everyone. They’re unique among taxpayer supported institutions in the way they meet the individual information, education, and recreation needs of residents.”


Through the online sharing of photographs, the “day in pictures” project will capture the essence of what libraries are today. The goal is to strengthen the base of support libraries already have by presenting a better understanding of the kinds of resources, services and programs libraries offer today.

The Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries is an ongoing, statewide effort that provides a collective voice for Wisconsin libraries of all types, focusing on developing and disseminating effective messages about the importance of Wisconsin Libraries.


For more information about Wisconsin Libraries Say Cheese!, contact <LIBRARY NAME> Director <NAME> at <PHONE NUMBER>.

–end–

Campaign for Wisconsin Libraries


[image: image1.jpg]