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About KPL

Here

Located between Milwaukee 
and Chicago

Service Population: 99,960



About KPL

4 Branches + 3 Outreach Vehicles



Why ?!?!?!?!

● Browsability
● Removing barriers
● DDC no longer taught in some elementary schools
● Created in 1876

○ Western & American prejudices built in
○ Doesn’t cover all subject categories



2014

Automotive Repair

2018

Dewey Team

2019

Tabletop RPGs

2020

Finished
Music & Nonfic DVDs

(w/ help from Michael)

2020

Finished
Graphic Novels & Manga

History



Spreadsheet for DVD Conversion



Example Call Numbers



What Happened?

Nonfiction DVDs : 30% increase

Automotive : ~3% increase

Tabletop RPG : 20% increase

Graphic Novels & Manga : Jumped 100%, settled at 20% increase



What about Music CDs?



The Dewey Team

Results

● Dewey is fine
● We need better finding aids
● Patrons won’t be able to tell Fic from Nonfic
● Ask UWM for research help



Previous Research

Redihan, E. (2020): Case studies

● 4 libraries, adopt Book Industry Standards and Communications (BISAC) model
● 1 reverts back to DDC

Chiavaroli, M. (2019): Cumberland Public Library, RI case study

● Browse Method (9 categories) with BISAC sub-categories
● Spine labels: Color coded & plain English
● Discusses practical items (cost, materials used)

Fister, B. (2009): 

● Sentiments in the field for keeping or abandoning Dewey



The Study

● Identified U.S. public libraries that stopped using DDC
○ Targeted Google and UWM Library searches

● Located contact information for assistant directors
● Qualtrics survey sent to 19 libraries by email (Spring 2021)
● 9 libraries (47.4%) completed survey
● Qualitative & quantitative analysis of survey data



Libraries Surveyed

● Cumberland Public Library, RI 
● Darien Library, CT 
● Madison Public Library, OH 
● Greenwood Public Library, IN 
● Kendallville Public Library, IN 
● Gail Borden Public Library District, IL
● Westmont Public Library, IL 
● Anythink Libraries, CO
● Maricopa County Library District, AZ 



Findings: Why Drop DDC?



Findings: Abandon DDC Completely?

● 6 libraries did
● 3 libraries did not

○ Only converted sections
○ Use DDC in some way still

■ Darien, CT’s Dewey 
Lite



Findings: What Replaced DDC?



Findings: What Replaced Dewey?

● BISAC, 52 categories
● Other systems adapted from BISAC



Findings: Did it Increase Circulation? 



Findings:

● Movement away from numbers and toward words & color classification
● New strategies include fewer and more categories

○ 52 in BISAC
○ 21 in Library of Congress
○ 10 in DDC
○ 9 in Browse Method at Cumberland Public Library

● Focus on user friendliness/browsing not locating specific titles
● Limitations:

○ Not publicized, not found in our searches
○ Small sample
○ Time/money questions



What’s Next?

● Academic: 
○ Follow up interviews
○ Conduct additional searches and surveys
○ Write academic article

● Professional:
○ Survey KPL patrons about browsability and needs
○ Prepare report of research findings, replacement classification system, budget
○ Present findings to KPL board 



Questions?
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